exinanition, that evacuation of the dignity of man,

and not in his former better estate, engage his own Son,

his only, his beloved Son, to become man by a temporary

life, and then to become no man by a violent, and yet a

voluntary death ;   as though that God when he was

pleased to come to a creation, might yet have left thee

where thou wast before, amongst privations, a nothing ;

or if he would have made thee something, a creature,

yet he might have shut thee up in the close prison of a

bare being and no more, without life or sense, as he

hath done earth and stones ; or if he would have given

thee life and sense, he might have left thee a toad,

without the comeliness of shape, without that reasonable

and immortal soul, which makes thee a man ; or if he

had made thee a man, yet he might have lost thee

upon the common amongst the heathen, and not have

taken thee into his inclosures, by giving thee a particular

form of religion ;   or if he would have given thee a

religion, he might have left thee a Jew ; or if he would

have given thee Christianity, he might have left thee a

papist, as though this God who had done so much for

thee, by breeding thee in a true church, had done all

this for nothing ; thou passes! through this world as a

flash,  as a lightning of which no man knows  the
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